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Revd Michael Hatchett 
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St Luke’s, Tiptree:   

https://www.facebook.com/
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Contacts  

Deadline for the next edition: August/September 2022 
Sunday 3rd July 2022. 

 

Items for the magazine: can be emailed to thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or 
delivered to St Luke’s Parish Office or sent to m.borgartz@btinternet.com 

Revd Anne-Marie  @RectorTiptree  

Team account:      @ThurWinChurches 

Team Administrator for enquiries for all churches in the group 
Christine Hall   819557 (Tues and Thurs & Parish Office answer machine,  
     10.00am to 12.30pm)  Mobile: 07421 078981  
     (Tues, Wed & Thurs with voicemail, 10.00am to 12.30pm 

   thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com          

www.thurstablewinstree.org 
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I have decided that Bank Holiday Mondays are a good thing and 
we ought to have them more often. This month we have a novelty: 
a bank holiday Thursday and Friday in honour of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. Our villages are hosting a whole variety of events 
to mark this significant moment in our national life. Any 
republicans among you may want to go into hiding for a few days. 

As well as all the fetes and picnics, we’d be delighted to welcome you to one of our 
Jubilee Celebration Services. These are all on Sunday 5 June, at 10.30 am at St John the 
Baptist, Layer de la Haye, 3 pm at St Luke, Tiptree (with afternoon tea afterwards) and 6 
pm at St Mary the Virgin, Easthorpe (with afternoon tea from 4 pm onwards). 

In other news, I am sorry to have to tell you that our advert for a Team Vicar didn’t 
attract any suitable applications, so we will be re-advertising. In the meantime, I am 
very grateful to our team of self-supporting and retired clergy and lay ministers for all 
they are doing to take services and support our pastoral ministry. We have some minor 
changes to the service pattern starting in June at Layer Marney and July at Layer de la 
Haye and changes to service times at Copford, so do keep an eye on our website, news 
sheets and Facebook pages for up to date information. 

Enjoy your bank holidays! 

Anne-Marie 

FROM THE TEAM RECTOR 

Front Cover 
The picture on the front cover ia a Judas tree (cercis siliquastrum or Redbud) in Roger 
and Daphne's garden.   The buds are on the branches and appear before the leaves 
which are heart shaped. In the autumn there are 2.5 inches  long seed pods which are 
quite attractive.  

The legend of a Judas Tree says that originally all Redbuds were tall, strong and stately 
trees that bore beautiful white flowers. However, when Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus 
and committed suicide by hanging himself, the tree he chose to use was the Redbud. 
The tree was so ashamed of the role it played that forever more it would not grow big or 
strong enough to be used for hanging. The wood from then on would be brittle and the 
flowers, no longer pure, lost their white colour and blushed instead.  Thus we get the 
alternate name for Redbuds: the Judas Tree, the tree he chose for his death. Probably 
closer to the truth was that this tree grew throughout Judea and thus was called 
“Judea’s Tree” which was changed somewhere along the line to just being referred to as 
Judas Tree.  
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The story behind  
‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son’ 
 

Here is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply burst the bounds of 
Easter, and gets sung regularly at other times of the year. It has two stories behind it.   

First, the music. The rousing music did not start out as a hymn, but instead was written 
by Handel for his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, first performed in 1746. Originally the words 
ran ‘See the conquering hero comes’, for Handel’s opera tells the story (found in the 
Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews, Judas Maccabeus, who led an army against the 
Syrians and restored worship at the Temple. With its triumphant refrain after each verse, 
the music is easy to learn and sing, and can be (and has been!) played to great effect 
either by the trumpets, on an organ in a large resonant church, or even on guitars (!). 

Secondly, the words. They were not written until 1884, which was 138 years after the 
music.   We owe them to the Revd Raymond Budry, a Swiss pastor from Lausanne. 
Ordained in the Free Evangelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35 years as the pastor of 
Vevey on Lake Geneva.  Budry wrote the hymn in French (‘A Toi La Gloire!’) to console 
himself after the death of his first wife, and a year later (1885) it was published in Chants 
Evangeliques. Soon it found its way into English – translated by a Baptist minister from 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle.   

It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming those words with that music, but 
when they did, the hymn really took off.  By 1904 it was being translated into other 
languages.    

The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from this hymn, whether it was the battle of Judas 
Maccabeus, or the battle over sin which was won by Christ on the cross and in rising 
from the tomb. Easter, of course, marked the biggest victory over the biggest enemies of 
all time:  sin and death. 

What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his battle music had become one of 
the world’s most popular and well-known Easter hymns?  He was a devout man, working 
for the poor, praying twice each day, and attending St Paul’s Cathedral. So, it seems 
pretty certain that he would be delighted. 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
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Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. 

Thine be the glory… 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 

Thine be the glory… 

31st May - Not a Ghost but a Gift  
By Canon David Winter 

We used to call it Whitsun – ‘White Sunday’ because long ago children marched to 
church in white on that day. No processions nowadays, and we’ve even changed its 
name. It’s now ‘Pentecost’, which is more accurate but needs explaining.   

Pentecost marks a vital event in Christian history. It is celebrated 50 days after Easter. 
The year Jesus was crucified (which took place at the Passover), the remnant of His 
followers, just 120 of them, were together in an upper room in Jerusalem. They were 
afraid to show their faces in case the authorities arrested them. But on the day of 
Passover they had an amazing collective experience.  

They described it in terms of wind and fire, a great surge of spiritual energy and 
confidence. Afraid no longer, they burst out on to the streets where crowds were 
gathering for the festival, led by Peter they began to tell them about Jesus and His 
resurrection. As they did so, although many of the people in the crowd were foreigners 
who spoke other languages, everyone heard them in their own tongue. Peter told them 
that what they were seeing was the fulfilment of an old prophecy when God would pour 
out His Spirit on the human race, men and women, young and old.  

As a result of His words and the extraordinary spectacle, 3000 people believed and were 
baptised in the name of Jesus. They were the nucleus of what in 100 years would be a 
Church that would turn history upside down. For Christians Pentecost is in effect the 
birthday of the Church.  

Many people find the whole idea of the Holy Spirit mysterious and elusive. It wasn’t 
helped by the earlier title ‘Holy Ghost’. The spirit is not spiritually a ‘ghost’ but a 
precious gift. 
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What kind of Queen? 
The Ven John Barton considers a much-loved Queen. 

 

Traditional images of monarchy portray power, status, and superiority over other 
people. In biblical times, monarchs were to be feared.  When teaching His disciples 
about leadership, Jesus said, “The kings of the Gentiles (pagans) lord it over them; and 
those in authority over them are called benefactors.” A benefactor was a conspicuously 
generous person who acted in a way that made the recipient feel obligated.  

All this was in complete contrast to Christ’s own style, which was to act like a 
servant. This radical stance was adopted by the young Princess Elizabeth, when she 
promised the British Commonwealth, “I declare before you all that my whole life 
whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your service …”. It was just the same 
when she became Queen in 1952.  Queen Elizabeth has consciously and deliberately 
applied Christ’s teaching to her reign for 70 years.  She has outlived scores of leaders, 
some with ambitions beyond their abilities, and a few with delusions of grandeur. Her 
ideals have outlasted theirs. Consistent, determined, charming, and single-minded, she 
has held before her the model of Christ, washing His disciples’ feet.     

Those closest to her also speak of the Queen’s sense of humour. It emerged publicly at 
the opening ceremony of the 2012 Olympic Games in London, when she took part in a 
spoof scene with James Bond, before seemingly parachuting into the Stadium. 

This year we celebrate her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee. Over 50 countries will light 
beacons on 2nd June to start four days of events: a spectacular pageant, a live concert at 
Buckingham Palace, Jubilee lunches and street parties across the nation, plus a 
nationwide bake-off competition to create a new ‘platinum pudding’.   

From the northernmost tip of Scotland to the Channel Islands and beyond, 848 public 
events are planned, plus 1,171 parties or private events.  

So popular is Britain’s monarch, that there are calls to perpetuate the occasion with a 
new public holiday each year. This month we shall sing, ‘God save the Queen’ with more 
gusto than ever. 

See  https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/events/.  

 

https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/events/
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Celebrating the Platinum Jubilee 
By Peter Crumpler 

A special extended bank holiday weekend this month will give communities across the 
UK a chance to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

In February this year, HM the Queen became the first British monarch to celebrate 70 
years of service. 

The weekend, from Thursday June 2nd to Sunday June 5th will include a birthday parade, 
beacons across the country, a ‘platinum party’ at Buckingham Palace, a pageant and 
thousands of street parties and lunches. Many churches will be holding special services 
and events.  

A centrepiece of the celebrations will be a Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul’s Cathedral, 
London, on Friday June 3rd. It’s fitting that the service will form a key part of the Jubilee, 
as the Queen has been vocal in speaking about her Christian faith in a series of high-
profile broadcasts. 

In her Christmas Day broadcast in 2016, she said: “Jesus Christ lived obscurely for most 
of his life, and never travelled far. He was maligned and rejected by many, though he had 
done no wrong. And yet billions of people now follow his teaching and find in him the 
guiding light for their lives. 

“I am one of them, because Christ’s example helps me see the value of doing small 
things with great love, whoever does them and whatever they themselves believe.” 

Journalist Catherine Butcher, who has written ‘Our Faithful Queen – 70 years of faith and 
service’ to mark the Platinum Jubilee, recalls: “The Queen Mother subscribed to daily 
devotional Bible reading notes. She regularly read Bible stories to the young princesses, 
Elizabeth and Margaret and taught them to pray. Both girls started their weekly school 
lessons with half an hour of Bible reading, under the guidance of their governess, and 
weekly church attendance has been a lifelong pattern for the Queen, who is said to keep 
a well-read Bible by her bedside.” 

Catherine Butcher tells how evangelist Billy Graham wrote in this autobiography, ‘Just as 
I am’ about meeting the Queen on several occasions. He said: “I always found her very 
interested in the Bible and its message.” 

The Queen is Supreme Governor of the Church of England but her interest in faith goes 
well beyond this title. She holds a strong Christian faith and has exemplified this in her 
lifetime of dedicated service. 
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The Agape meal and Eucharist  
Maundy Thursday 2022 
St Lukes Hall Tiptree 
 
What a joy it was to attend our Agape meal and Eucharist this year on Maundy Thursday 
after such a long time of restrictions and not being able to meet up together. It was 
great to see everyone.  
 
Reverend Christine led the meeting and our main speaker was Reverend Liz Barnes. The 
tables were spread with the lovely meal prepared by the ladies from our churches and 
most of the different courses were donated by everyone who attended.  
 
The meeting opened by the saying of the Grace together and the opening hymn, 
followed by the first course of the meal. We then took part in the service from the 
provided service sheet. 
 
The second part of the meal commenced, Frank Le Poidevin read the lesson followed by 
Reverend Liz giving a very helpful message, after which we all tucked into the final 
course. The prayers and the readings were all beautiful and I felt the presence of the 
Lord to be very real. The last part of the service was to be Holy communion, led by 
Reverend Anne Marie Renshaw in the church.  
 
The whole experience was very moving but a real joy to participate. At the conclusion, 
the stripping of the church took place while Reverend Anne Marie read from the 
scriptures. It was so sad to watch this happening but it was a stark reminder that this 
was the last time Jesus was to spend with his disciples before He was arrested and put 
to death by crucifixion. The lights were put out in the church and we all left in complete 
silence.  
 
Thank you Lord for this very beautiful but moving service for all who took part.  
 
Amen. 
 
Love and God Bless 
Trudie Brown 
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Up to 500,000 children's story books on faithfulness 
distributed for Platinum Jubilee 
Up to half a million story books are being given to primary school-aged children for Her 
Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee by the Church of England and Thy Kingdom Come, 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York’s global prayer movement. 

The book, ‘Queen CJ and the Bouncy Castle’, is the latest development from the Cheeky 
Pandas, a children’s online cartoon series. 

The free storybook, based on the theme of faithfulness, helps children understand the 
faithfulness of God – in honour of Her Majesty the Queen’s 70 years of faithful service. 

The book is part of plans for this year’s Thy Kingdom Come, a global ecumenical prayer 
movement initiated by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, which unites Christians 
in nearly 90% of countries worldwide to pray for evangelisation from Ascension to 
Pentecost. It is also an official Church of England schools resource for the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. 

Alongside the book, similar in size to Mr Men and Little Miss books, there will be a brand 
new five-part online TV series of the Cheeky Pandas, based on the Fruit of the Spirit and 
inspired by the Bible. 

More details at:  https://cheekypandas.com/product/queen-cj-and-the-bouncy-castle/ 

https://cheekypandas.com/product/queen-cj-and-the-bouncy-castle/


10 

 

FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S 
 

EVENTS 
 

Sunday 10th July at 3pm  Concert with 

Baynards School Choir  and Tiptree U3A Choir 

******* 

Saturday 3rd September 7.30pm 

Ukeleles and More with Turning Heads 

A lively happy evening of music for all ages. 

Tickets £8 

This is a joint event for St Luke’s Church and Farleigh Hospice 

******* 

Saturday 1st October 7.30pm 

Quiz Night 

Tickets £5 per person table of 6 – 8 people 

******* 

For more information on these events please contact 

Sheila Gunson 

01621 816084 

 

Thank You 
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8th June - William of York, a victim of injustice 
Have you ever been the victim of someone else’s malice and ambition? Then William of 
York (d 1154) is the saint for you. William Fitzherbert was born into a noble family, with 
royal connections. He was also smart – appointed treasurer of York at a young age, and 
also as a chaplain to King Stephen. But none of it went to his head - he was loved for his 
kind, amiable and easy-going personality.   

Then in 1140 Thurston, the archbishop of York, died. The canons of York knew whom 
they wanted, and with royal support William was made Thurston’s successor. Yet all was 
not well:  a disappointed minority hated him and had the support of powerful men.  
William was accused of simony, and of being unchaste. The row brought in the Pope and 
several bishops, and William was cleared. Yet still – all was not well. That Pope died, and 
the new Pope was a Cistercian, who preferred the enemies of William. And so he was 
deposed. 

Yet William seems to have taken all this malice and power-grabbing in his stride. He 
simply retired to Winchester to live as a devout monk until 1153. Then that year several 
of his key enemies died, and he was restored as archbishop to York. At last all looked 
good for him – and he made a triumphant return to York in 1154. But then – disaster 
struck again: a few days later William was dead - poison was strongly suspected. He was 
buried in his cathedral, miracles were reported at his tomb. He was regarded as both the 
victim of grave injustice and as a saint. In 1421 the famous St William window was made; 
depicting his life and miracles and death in 62 scenes.   
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£2.00 

1st June Justin Martyr, first ever Christian philosopher 
 

Justin Martyr (c. 100 – 165), is regarded as the first ever Christian philosopher. He was 
born at Nablus, Samaria, to parents of Greek origin, and was well educated in rhetoric, 
poetry and history before he turned to philosophy. He studied at Ephesus and Alexandria 
and tried the schools of the Stoics, the Pythagoreans, and the Platonists. Then in c 130 
Justin became a Christian, and never looked back. His long search for truth was satisfied 
by the Bible, and above all by Christ, the Word of God.   

This apologist and martyr is known as the most important early ‘apologist’. He went on 
to offer a reasoned defence for Christianity, explaining that it was the fulfilment of the 
Old Testament prophecies. Justin’s aim was evangelism: he thought that pagans would 
turn to Christianity if they were made aware of Christian doctrine and practice. 

Justin’s martyrdom took place in the reign of Marcus Aurelius, along with six other 
believers. At his trial, whose authentic record survives, he clearly confessed his Christian 
beliefs, refused to sacrifice to the gods, and accepted suffering and death. As he had 
previously said to the emperor: “You can kill us, but not hurt us.”   
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The Meaning of Colours  
The Revd Dr Jo White continues her series on aspects of Christianity  

In March, April and May this year the coloured frontal of the altar will have been 
changed many times – as will the colour of the priest’s vestments. 

Each colour – and there can be as many as six in a church’s store (we have four at St. 
Luke’s) – has a different meaning. They reflect the significance of that day or the season. 

In March purple was used as a symbol of penitence, as we were in Lent and trying to 
prepare ourselves for Christ’s final act of love for each of us. 

Holy Week – the time of Christ’s final journey – was denoted by the colour red. Red, the 
colour of blood, is used for feasts of martyrs as well as those for the Holy Spirit – when it 
more likely represents his flames of ‘fire’ which rested on those in the Upper Room. 

On Maundy Thursday, we switched to white for any Communion service, as this 
celebrates the remembrance of the first Communion with His apostles which He 
commanded us to continue.  Then on Good Friday, and we were back to red. 

Then on Easter Sunday, the day of the greatest Christian Celebration, we entered to an 
altar bedecked in gold or the ‘whitest’ with the most elaborate decoration the church 
possesses. 

‘Plain’ White will be used for the Easter Season signifying purity and Christ’s triumph 
over death until Ascension Day on 26th May. This, being a special and more significant 
day in the life, death and resurrection of Christ, goes to gold again: then immediately 
back to white for the next ten days. 

On the day of Pentecost itself, Whit Sunday, 5th June, the colour will be red for flames of 
fire.  This was and remains a Jewish Festival. At the time of Jesus, it was a joyful 
celebration of the first fruits of the Harvest, which was why all the apostles were 
gathered together in Jerusalem, as was expected of all Jewish men. 

As they gathered following Jesus’ Ascension, the Holy Spirit came upon them.  This is 
what Christians celebrate at Pentecost, and therefore the colour is red. The following day 
the colour changes to green, and remains green until the 30th of October, the Feast of All 
Saints’ which will be white. 

This gives us approximately 20 weeks of ‘green’ with the occasional day in between of 
white or red to celebrate an apostle, saint or a specific feast day. 

So the question is ‘Why?’ Why so long? 

This time is often referred to as ‘Ordinary’ time. So what is ‘ordinary’ about it? I don’t 
know about your life but mine tends to go along fairly steady with just the odd up or 
down time. Most of my days are ‘ordinary’. 
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In church lectionary terms this period of ‘X Sunday after Pentecost’ follows one main 
gospel’s teachings and miracles of Jesus. It’s almost like He gathers us together for a 
summer school and takes us up a mountainside and teaches us there. It’s a time for 
leaning and growth. 

This month 

Like the green grass feeds the animals, this month spend some time just looking at a 
patch of grass or the leaves on trees from a distance. 

See the different shades and hues and when you next hear the gospel reading imagine 
sitting under those trees on that grass with Jesus Himself. 

 

Out and about on the roads? Remember the NEW Highway Code 
 

When did you last read the Highway Code?  Various 
‘fundamental’ changes were recently made which 
will surely affect you.   

For example, there is a new hierarchy of road users, 
where drivers now have new responsibilities to 
watch out for people who are walking, cycling, or 
riding a horse.   

Another example is that cyclists are now advised to 
cycle in the centre of lanes in slower-moving traffic.  

Finally, do you even know how best to open your car 
door? According to the Highway Code, you should 
use your hand on the opposite side to the door you 
are opening; for example, use your left hand to open 
a door on your right-hand side. This will make you 
turn your head to look over your shoulder. You are 
then more likely to avoid causing injury to cyclists or 
motorcyclists passing you on the road, or to people 
on the pavement. 

Read all about the new rules at:   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code
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16th June Richard of Chichester, wanting God 
more clearly, dearly and nearly 
 

Ever wonder where the prayer … ‘May I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, 
and follow thee more nearly, day by day’ comes from?  Richard of Chichester, a bishop in 
the 13th century, wrote it. 

He began life as Richard de Wych of Droitwich, the son of a yeoman farmer. But Richard 
was a studious boy, and after helping his father on the farm for several years, refused an 
advantageous offer of marriage, and instead made his way to Oxford, and later to Paris 
and Bologna to study canon law. 

In 1235 he returned to Oxford, and was soon appointed Chancellor, where he supported 
Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, in his struggles against King Henry III’s misuse of 
Church funds. After further study to become a priest, Richard was in due course made a 
bishop himself. He was greatly loved. He was charitable and accessible, both stern and 
merciful to sinners, extraordinarily generous to those stricken by famine, and a brilliant 
legislator of his diocese. He decreed that the sacraments were to be administered 
without payment, Mass celebrated in dignified conditions, the clergy to be chaste, to 
practise residence, and to wear clerical dress. The laity was obliged to attend Mass on 
Sundays and holy days, and to know by heart the Hail Mary as well as the Lord’s Prayer 
and the Creed.   

Richard was also prominent in preaching the Crusade, which he saw as a call to reopen 
the Holy Land to pilgrims, not as a political expedition. He died at Dover on 3rd April 
1253. In art, Richard of Chichester is represented with a chalice at his feet, in memory of 
his having once dropped the chalice at Mass! One ancient English church is dedicated to 
him.   

And, of course, he is author of that famous prayer, now set to popular music, which runs 
in full: “Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ for all the benefits thou hast given me, 
for all the pains and insults which thou hast borne for me. O most merciful redeemer, 
friend and brother, may I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly and follow thee 
more nearly, day by day.” 

Miscellaneous observations on life and faith  
Nature is the art of God.  Thomas Browne  

The ability to speak several languages is an asset, but to be able to hold your  
tongue in one language is priceless. – Anon  

Exercise daily – walk with the Lord. – Anon 

Nothing else ruins the truth like stretching it. – Anon 
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Baptisms 
27 March  Henry Hammond  St Luke’s 
3 April  Rosie Lugton   Messing 
 
Thanksgiving for the Birth of a Child 
1 May  Mavis Caporale  Great Braxted 
 
Weddings 
22 April  Paul Humphrey & Rebecca Tonge   Messing 
29 April  George Nkyi-Acheampong & Cyndy Quaye St Luke’s 
 
Funerals 
18 March  Eric Tuthill   Colchester Crematorium 
4 April  David Bengivengo  Colchester Crematorium 
3 May  Betty Adkins   Colchester Crematorium 
11 May  Margaret Milton  Colchester Crematorium 

How to discourage mosquitoes 
Summer brings mosquitoes. We avoid them by using sprays, zappers or citronella 
candles. But now scientists may have found another way to discourage these blood-
sucking pests. 

A recent study in Nature Communication suggests that we might also consider not 
wearing red clothes. It seems that mosquitoes see only certain wavelengths of light, and 
therefore only certain colours are seen to be a source of food. And red is their favourite 
colour! Fortunately, white, green, purple or blue clothes go unnoticed by the hungry 
bugs. So, it may be helpful this summer to cover your skin with cooler shades of clothes.   

But don’t expect miracles, because unfortunately, mosquitos are also attracted by our 
breath, our sweat and even the temperature of our skin. Which, sadly, puts you back to 
square one. 
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With grateful thanks for royal support  
for the UK's church buildings 
 

As the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations approach, The National Churches Trust has 
issued a ‘Royal Proclamation’ to thank her for her patronage of the Trust for nearly 70 
years.  

Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth has been the Patron of the National Churches Trust since 
1953, when the Historic Churches Preservation Trust, its predecessor charity was 
founded. In that time, it has supported over 12,000 churches with grants and loans, in 
excess of £100 million.  

To mark Queen Elizabeth's support for its work, the Trust has now produced a special 
Royal Proclamation which thanks her for her patronage. 

Luke March, Chairman on the National Churches Trust said: "As one of the first charities 
to be honoured with the Patronage of Queen Elizabeth, we are very grateful to have had 
her support continuously throughout her reign. 

"Our origins date back to the early 1950's when the condition of parish churches was in 
a perilous state, due to the almost total cessation of maintenance and repair during the 
Second World War. 

"After almost 70 years of our work, challenges still remain but we are determined to 
ensure that churches continue to be at the heart of communities throughout the UK and 
that their magnificent heritage is safeguarded for future generations.  Since 1953 we 
have helped keep many thousands of churches open, being used and in good repair 
confident in the steadfast support of Queen Elizabeth.” 

In a message to mark the Trust's 60th anniversary in 2013, Queen Elizabeth wrote: 
“Since the foundation of the Historic Churches Preservation Trust in 1953, I have seen 
the excellent work you have undertaken to support historic church buildings in this 
country.”    

More details about the work of The National Churches Trust and the range of support it 
provides can be found at www.nationalchurchestrust.org  

The National Churches Trust’s Royal Proclamation is also available to download on the 
National Churches Trust’s website. [www.nationalchurchestrust.org/TheQueen] 

 

http://www.nationalchurchestrust.org
http://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/TheQueen


19 

 

Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension 

for your meeting, group or event 

Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Phone Gareth Williams:  

01621 818069 

hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com 

Wi-fi available for  

group leaders or speakers  

(discuss your needs when  
 

booking)            

Covid 19:   All hirers are asked to complete a Covid Risk Assessment & follow our Covid 

Bookings Policy when on the premises. 

The extension has seen a number of 

improved facilities including a separate 

new entrance for all users, additional 

toilets, storage space and an enlarged 

kitchen.   Now we are able to re open 

following the Covid19 pandemic why not 

use us for your meeting, group or event? 
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Take a walk on the wild side!  
How neat do we like our gardens to be?  Full of manicured lawns, with immaculate 
flower beds? 

Well, yes and no. A recent survey by BBC’s Gardener’s World magazine has found that 
more than half (54 per cent) of gardeners now include ‘uncultivated areas’ in their 
garden. And some 44 per cent of gardeners have also set up a wildflower area.  

Certainly, Nature could use a helping hand just now. In 2019 32 per cent of us saw a 
butterfly in our garden. By 2020 that was down to 21 percent.  By 2021, that was down 
again, to just 16 per cent.   

Simple tips to rewild your garden: 

• Avoid chemical pesticides and herbicides, which also kill ‘good bugs’, butterflies and 
bees. 

• Tolerate as much mess as you can. Leave wood and leaf piles for hedgehogs and 
invertebrates.   

• Set aside some room where grass can grow longer, and wildflowers can bloom. 

• Don’t pull up all your weeds – they can be a critical source of pollen for bees. 
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The Thread of God’s love  
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a look at the 
famous Book of Kells…our picture shows an eagle from the famous book. 

In 563 an Irish monk was forced to leave his homeland because of a conflict that had led 
to a misuse of power and even bloodshed. On Pentecost Sunday he arrived on the island 
of Iona off the north-west coast of Scotland with twelve companions. There he began a 
new way of life, founded on Christ’s mercy and forgiveness of the past, and so created 
one of the great centres of faith and mission in the Christian Church. His name was 
Columba, and we keep his feast day on 9th June. 

His monastery on Iona started as a small cluster of wooden buildings with a church and a 
guesthouse. Around were fields of crops and cattle and bees. But under Columba’s 
guidance, it grew, and from Iona monks were sent into Scotland as one arm of a 
missionary advance that reached down through England to France and across Europe. 

That outreach was an amazing achievement. But just as amazing was the consolidation 
of monastic life on Iona that resulted two centuries later in the Book of Kells. This text of 
the four Gospels was begun by scribes and artists in the library of Iona. It grew into one 
of the masterpieces of Celtic art that was taken to Kells in Ireland to escape the Viking 
invaders who ravaged the island. 

Along with the text of the Gospels, there are illustrations of Jesus, Mary and the four 
evangelists, together with decorations at once intricate and fantastic: patterns that 
interweave and interlace across the page with an odd face here and a weird creature 
there. The design is in brilliant detail, and you can follow the lines as they weave in and 
out. This delight in patterns is 
evident in lots of Celtic art.  

It is good to imagine Columba on 
Iona meditating on the thread of 
God’s grace woven into his life as 
he looked back to his years in 
Ireland and his pilgrimage to 
Iona. It might have seemed at 
one glance a complicated 
interweaving of events and 
experiences, and then perhaps as 
he looked again, he would see 
God’s love threading its way 
through that history and 
redeeming both it and him. 

It is the same for us. As we look 
at our lives, they may seem 
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complex and involved patterns of events and circumstances taking us here and there. As 
we ponder those patterns, then we can begin to see a thread woven into the patterns 
that guides and leads us on. And as we stand back, all the patterns and threads seem to 
make sense as we spot that guiding thread. Just as we can stand back from the designs 
of this page and see God’s love spelling out the name of Christ, our Lord. 

‘Little Silver’ 
If you have ever had chemotherapy, or a heart 
pacemaker installed, you will be particularly 
grateful for the properties of platinum.  

Platinum compounds disrupt the 
multiplication of cancerous cells, and the 
properties of platinum itself (its resistance to 
corrosion and tarnishing) make it particularly 
suitable for electrical contacts in pacemakers. 

But platinum has other properties which make it a topical subject.  

The word ‘Platinum’ comes from the Spanish for ‘little silver’ (‘plata’ meaning silver, as in 
the River Plate in Argentina.) Platinum is very rare. It is much rarer than gold. It is 
therefore very precious and has generally been more expensive than gold. 

Platinum is used to make the International Standard Weights and Measures. The 
International Standard Kilogram is made from platinum alloys which can be relied upon 
not to vary over time. Platinum is a very dense metal. It is denser than pure gold. It 
carries a great deal of ‘gravitas.’ 

Platinum is what scientists call a ‘Noble Metal’ – because it can withstand almost any 
chemical attack. It is the least reactive of all metals. 

All these characteristics apply well to our much-loved Queen. She is ‘petite and silver’, 
she has ‘gravitas’, and she has remained untarnished over a very long period of time, 
despite having been in constant contact with all manner of people. 

The Queen is a very rare person indeed, and very precious to our nation, setting the 
highest reliable standards of public service and carrying with her immense gravitas and 
unquestionable nobility.  

The Queen’s Imperial State Crown is made of gold, silver and, appropriately enough, 
platinum, and decorated with many precious stones. As the first British monarch to 
celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, she wears it well. 

We thank God for her, and for her qualities that have made her so special. God Save our 
Noble Queen!  

Credit: Jacob King/PA Wire/PA Images. 
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Tiptree Choral Society  

Prom in the Barn is back! 

Tiptree Choral Society, conducted by Malcolm Boulter, is delighted to confirm that we 

will be celebrating Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a Prom in the Barn on 

Saturday 2nd July.  

We will be joined by The Essex Concert Band, conducted by Paul Dove, so you can be 

assured of some rousing brass band music as well as lovely singing of light music from 

the choir, plus an opportunity for you to join in too! 

The Prom takes place at Park House Farm, Layer Marney, CO5 9UH, by courtesy of Mr 

and Mrs Strathern. Bring your own food and drink too if you wish (no tables please), it’s 

a very informal occasion. Seating is not provided so make sure you bring a low-backed 

chair! 

 Gates open 6:30pm for 7:00pm. 

Tickets £12 adults, accompanied children under 12 free, students £6 

Tickets will be on sale from 6th June. 

Tel: 01206 734625 

Advance purchase essential 

Your Servant Elizabeth 

Gracious God, we give You thanks 

for the reign of Your servant Elizabeth our Queen,  

and for the example of loving and faithful service  

which she has shown among us. 

Help us to follow her example of dedication 

and to commit our lives to You and to one another, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



27 

 

All in the month of June 
It was:  

65 years ago, on 1st June 1957 that the first premium bond prize draw took place in 
Britain. 

*** 
40 years ago, on 14th June 1982 that the Falklands War ended. Argentine forces 
surrendered to the British in Port Stanley and a ceasefire was agreed. Argentine 

president Leopold Galtieri resigned on 17th June. 

*** 
50 years ago, on 17th June 1972 that the Watergate Scandal began when five men were 

arrested for breaking into the Democratic National Committee headquarters at the 
Watergate complex in Washington DC. 

*** 
250 years ago, on 22nd June 1772 that the Court of King’s Bench ruled that slavery was 
illegal in England and Wales. But it remained legal in British Overseas Territories and 

colonies until 1833. 

*** 
Also 25 years ago, on 26th June 1997 that J K Rowling’s first Harry Potter novel, Harry 

Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone was published in the UK.   

*** 
15 years ago, on 29th June 2007, that Apple released the first iPhone. 

*** 

All in the month of July 
It was:  

25 years ago, on 1st July 1997 that the Colonial flag of Hong Kong is lowered for the last 

time prior to hand over to China 

*** 
70 years ago, on 6th July 1952 that the last of the trams in London ends it's journey 

ending nearly 100 years of trams in London  
*** 

715 years ago, on 7th July 1307 that the English King Edward I, conqueror of Wales and 

“Hammer of the Scots” dies on the way to Scotland to fight Robert the Bruce. 

*** 
200 years ago, on 8th  July 1822 that Leading romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley 

drowned in the Bay of Spezia, when his boat sunk in a storm.  
*** 

145 years ago, on 9th July 1877 that The inaugural Lawn Tennis Championship was 

played on top of the croquet lawns at Wimbledon, Spencer W Gore taking the men’s 

singles title. 
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Wordsearch 
This year Her Majesty The Queen became the first British Monarch to celebrate a 
Platinum Jubilee marking 70 years of service to the people of the United Kingdom, the 
Realms and the Commonwealth.  

Celebrations will include The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour) on 2nd June 
when more than 1,400 parading soldiers, 200 horses and 400 musicians will come 
together. Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the Parade will move down The Mall to Horse 
Guard's Parade, joined by Members of the Royal Family on horseback and in carriages. 
The Parade will close with the traditional RAF fly-past, watched by The Queen and 
Members of the Royal Family from the Buckingham Palace balcony. 

Majesty 
Queen 
First 
British  
Monarch 

Platinum 
Jubilee 
Seventy 
Years 
Service 

Birthday 
Parade 
Trooping  
Colour 
Soldiers 

Horses 
Buckingham 
Palace 
Balcony 
beacons 

United  
Kingdom 
Realms 
Commonwealth 

Celebrations 
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FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S & FARLEIGH HOSPICE 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2022 

 

FROM SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER 2022 

 

We would like to invite you as a Community Group or you as an individual to 
participate in this years Christmas Tree Festival. 

Saturday 3rd December is the first day of the Festival with setting up and dec-
orating the trees taking place the day before on 2nd December.  We will also 
have a Bazaar on the 3rd December and if you know anyone who would like 
to have a table at that please do let me know. 

To register your interest in the Festival please complete the form below and 
we will contact you. 

Thank You and I look forward to hearing from you very soon. 

Sheila Gunson 

FOSL & Farleigh Hospice 

 

 

Name ………………………………………………………………….………… 

 

Group …………………………………………………………………..………. 

 

Contact details……………………………………………………….……… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Crossword 

The power of earphones 
 

You are more likely to engage with a podcast if you listen to it through your earphones, 
rather than a speaker. You feel closer to what you hear, and are therefore more likely to 
change your views and behaviour. 

Those are the findings of recent research at the University of California, San Diego. As 
one scientist put it: “Headphones produce a phenomenon called in-head localisation, 
which makes the speaker sound as if they’re inside your head. As a result, people per-
ceive the communicator as warmer, feel more empathically toward them, and are more 
easily persuaded by them.”  
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Across 

1   Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10) 

7   Musician called for by Elisha when he met the kings of Israel, Judah and Edom (2 

 Kings 3:15) (7) 

8   The request that led to the institution of the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to 

 pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5) 

10  ‘We are hard pressed on every—’(2Corinthians4:8)(4) 

11  Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8) 

13  ‘His troops advance in force;they build a siege ramp against me and — around my 

 tent’ (Job 19:12) (6) 

15  Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he searched his daughter’s tent 

 (Genesis 31:34) (6) 

17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts,brothers,I do not want you to be—’  

 (1 Corinthians 12:1) (8) 

18  Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4) 

21 ‘As for man,his days are like—,he flourishes like a flower of the field’  

 (Psalm 103:15) (5) 

22  Or I live (anag.)(7) 

23  Those guilty of 1 Across(Romans13:4)(10) 

 

Down 

1   ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5) 

2   ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4) 

3   Mob ten (anag.) (6) 

4 ‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where they settled’  

 (2 Kings 17:29) (8) 

5   Began (Luke 9:46) (7) 

6   Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10) 

9   Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with her mother-in-law Naomi 

 (Ruth 2:3) (10)  

12  Put in jail(Acts22:19)(8) 

14  Aceturn(anag.)(7) 

16  Discharge(Acts21:3)(6) 

19  ‘All these—come from inside and make a man “unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5) 

20  ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4) 
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Beware all donations! 
The Rectory 

St James the Least 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 

This has been an unusual month: we have moved from 
hysterical excitement to deep disappointment within the space of days. 

For many years, our vestry has displayed an oil painting generously donated by the 
Dowager Duchess of Stansby – given to us, I suspect, because her son, the tenth Duke, 
would not allow it in his house. It was supposed to depict Daniel in the lions’ den, 
although I always thought it looked more like a prospective adopter visiting a dog rescue 
centre. The Dowager was less than pleased when it wasn’t made the centrepiece in the 
sanctuary, but we managed to persuade her that her exceptional work of art would be 
safer from theft if locked away. 

Then - our cleaner happened to knock it off the wall. If it had landed in her bucket of 
disinfectant and been totally destroyed, it would have been a sadness I suspect I could 
have learned to bear. But something more interesting happened. Some of the Dowager’s 
oil was chipped off – to reveal a painting underneath of what looked like a cherub. 

The cleaner told the churchwarden, who instructed her not to tell anyone about the find. 
This inevitably meant that, within the hour, the entire parish knew of the discovery of 
what had already been transformed into a priceless pre-Raphaelite treasure. Our 
churchwarden has yet to learn the fact that if you tell someone something in complete 
confidence, they assume it means they can only tell one other person at a time. 

By evening, mutually opposed camps had already formed. Miss Timmins wanted the 
treasure to be placed in a side chapel, as a shrine, preferably with candles permanently 
burning beside it. She envisaged St James the Least of All becoming a place of pilgrimage, 
and that this yet-to-be revealed cherub may work miracles of healing. She was already 
asking for opinions about where the car park should be built to cater for the thousands of 
tourists who would soon be flocking here. Another group wanted to sell it as soon as 
possible and use the money to repair our church tower. A third group insisted the fortune 
it would raise be given to African missionaries. Meanwhile, the tenth Duke was consulting 
his solicitors to see how he might get the canvas back to his castle. 

We compromised by getting the thing X-rayed, to see what work of art lay underneath. It 
turned out to be by a local artist who had painted an advert for the village pharmacist to 
sell his own brand of gripe water.  

Shrines, towers and good deeds were quietly forgotten and the last we heard of the tenth 
Duke was that he was consulting a second set of solicitors to see if he can get out of 
paying the first set for the work that they had done to retrieve the painting. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 



37 

 

St Luke’s Ladies Group 
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 16 June, 8.00pm  -  AGM + Eve Regelous “Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee” theme 

 

Look for details for July to December 2022 

 

Various local charities are supported every year.   

Look out for details about outings on the noticeboards.   

 

WE MEET IN THE HALL IN THE EXTENSION, 3rd 

THURSDAY IN THE MONTH at 8.00pm, ADMISSION 

£3·00.  INCLUDES RAFFLE & REFRESHMENTS 
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD  

(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE Tipplers Social Club) 
 

New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started 
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still 
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now 

more of a social club meeting monthly. 
 

You do not have to make your own wine or beer or have any 
knowledge on the subject, the only requirement is to have fun and 

meet great people.   
 

We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest 
speaker.  There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes 

additional food at a small cost. 
 

We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St 
Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

 
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just  

turn up and make yourself known to Neil or Steve and bring a drink  
for yourself. There are no admission fees & our yearly membership  

is just £30.  
See the church notice board for our events in 2022  

 
Come along and ask for Neil or Steve who will  

introduce you to some of our members 
For more information contact Neil Caney on 07581-093586 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



39 

 

Smile 
 

Found 
On the church noticeboard:  Contact lens found in church. See vicar. If you can. 

*** 
For sale 

Classified Ad:  Wedding dress for sale. Worn once, by mistake. Call Stephanie. 
*** 

Be sticky  
Consider the postage stamp.  Its usefulness consists in its ability to stick to one thing 

until it gets there. 
*** 

A child’s definition 
‘Ecclesiastic’: material used to fasten a minister’s robes. 

*** 
Notices outside a church: 

Worn out? Come in for a Service! 
This church is not just four weddings and a funeral. 

*** 
Weight 

Signing the register at a wedding, the groom had difficulty in making his ball-point pen 
work. “Put you weight on it,” said the vicar. So the groom complied: ‘John Smith (12 

stone, four pounds)’ 
*** 

Request 
A clergyman phoned his rural dean. “I regret to have to inform you that my wife has just 

died.  Could you please send me a substitute for the weekend?” 
*** 

Stairs 
As you get older, you've got to stay positive. For example, the other day I fell down the 

stairs. Instead of getting upset, I just thought, "Wow, that's the fastest I've moved in 
years." 

*** 
Judgement  

The poster read:  Where will you be on judgement day? 
The graffiti below read:  Still waiting for the Stafford bus. 

*** 
Happens 

Stress makes you believe everything has to happen immediately. 
Faith reassures you that everything happens in God’s timing. 
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 0 

Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door 

and promote your group, event or business 

   

    Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine 

for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree, 

All Saints’ Great Braxted, 

All Saints’ Inworth 

and 

All Saints’ Messing 
 

We have very good rates! 
 

Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator 

Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition  

Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues) 
  

Bookings & Enquiries to: 

Christine Hall, Team Administrator 

email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557 



42 

 

Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare 

“Didn’t we have a lovely time, the day we went to Long Melford?!” One of our 
volunteers was singing a parody of a 1970’s hit after our Easter Fair last month. Not 
everyone remembers the song but the fantastic response to our event was reminiscent 
of our pre-pandemic fundraisers.    Mum said it would be too drafty for me to attend due 
to the open windows and doors to blow away the virus. 

Fortunately our volunteers were on hand to help rescue a fledgling found on a nearby 
footpath, popular with dog walkers. The fluffy bundle was quickly brought home to Mum 
who identified it as a Tawny owlet. It is coming along nicely and will eventually be ‘soft 
released’ back to it’s home territory. 

Lorraine also did well, making £232 on her ‘pop up’ stall in Tiptree last month. Many 
thanks to Don Tyler Opticians for allowing her to set up outside their shop. 

We are looking for more enthusiastic people to join our fundraising team and reliable 
volunteers to care for the animals one morning a week. Please leave a message on our 
answerphone or send an email if you would like to help. 

There are still spaces on the Nayland 10K family-friendly run on Sunday 10th July, 
starting at Little Garth School, Nayland, CO6 4JR. This raises money for local charities 
including SESAW. There are routes to suit all ages and abilities. Book your place 
at www.nayland10k.co.uk 

The only place I’m running to now is the kitchen where Mum is preparing dinner for all 
the dogs including me, Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua. 

Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Reg.Charity No.1124029. Stoke Road, 
Leavenheath, CO6 4PP 01787 210888 www.sesaw.co.uk 

https://www.nayland10k.co.uk/
https://www.sesaw.co.uk/
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Solutions: 
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The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council or 
Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry.  Open Door is not 

responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the content, nor the failure of any published event to 
go ahead.  


